INDIA’S CHANDIGARH PLANS TO MAKE ROOFTOP SOLAR MANDATORY
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India’s Chandigarh plans to make rooftop

solar mandatory

By Tom Kenning  Feb 24, 2016 4:00 AMGMT 1

The Indian city of Chandigarh is planning on becoming the second municipality in India to make

rooftop solar mandatory on all buildings

Santosh Kumar, director of ‘Chandigarh Renewal Energy and Science & Technology Promotion
Socisty’ (CREST) told PV Tech that Chandigarh is planning to issue a notification, which makes
solar PV installation mandatory on all buildings based on plot size. However the proposal is still in

draft stages and will require a public consultation.

All residential buildings, which fall within the limits of Municipal Corporation Chandigarh, and are
built on a plot size of more than 100 square yards will be required to have rooftop solar installations
or solar water heating systems. The size of the compulsory installation goes up with the size of the
plot.

Included within the scops of the proposals ars all private educational institutes, schools, colleges,
hostels, universities, government buildings, hospitals and commercial establishments. It also

includes all new housing complexes on 0.2 hectares of land or above.

No approval will be required from Chandigarh Municipal Corporation or the Estate Office for putting

up solar plants in existing or new buildings.



http://www.pv-tech.org/news/indias-chandigarh-plans-making-rooftop-solar-mandatory

Speaking at an ‘India Focus™ event organised by the UK's Sclar Trads Association in London, Vijay
Dev, advisor to the administrator, Chandigarh, Governmeant of India, said that Chandigarh is one of

the 45 modsl solar citiss which have besn envisagsad by prime minister Narendra Modi.

Dev addsd: “Ws have done quite well in terms of installing rooftop sclar plants in most of the public
buildings in Chandigarh and we are now also wanting to expand into all private, residential as wsll
as industrial buildings. Chandigarh is a fully built up area and hence there is not much scope of

arsas othser than rooftop installations.”

The state of Haryana was ths first Indian region to maks rooftop solar mandatory, howsver it has

not been as successful as hoped.

Jasmest Khurana, associate dirsctor at consultancy firm Bridgs to India told PV Tech that the
deadline for installing rooftop solar in Haryana was in September 2015, but thers was very limited
compliance. Howsver, the state is known to have racently sent cut notices to cbligated customers
in a bid to improve compliancs.

Khurana added: “The key issus with the timsly enforcement of the mandats was that the stats gave
a short deadline and had promised capital subsidy and availability of nset-metering to customers
installing rooftop solar. Both of these could not be rolled out in time by the government machinsry
itself.”

At the end of last ysar, Indian integrated solar firm Tata Powsr Solar commissioned one of the
world's largest rooftop PV projects standing at 12MW in Punjab.




